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cal speculations or to engage in sterile discussions about the relative merits of western and national culture. In 1847 Herzen left Russia never to return; in 1855 he founded in London a Russian printing press and in 1857 began the publication of the newspaper The Bell (Kolokol), which for years exercised exceptional influence. Those who remained in Russia were less fortunate. Among the first notable victims of the rising tide of reaction was the Kiev Brotherhood of Cyril and Methodius, a secret society which grew out of an informal group organized by N. I. Kostomarov, professor of history in the University of Kiev, for the study of Saint-Simon and Fourier. The program of the brotherhood, which was founded in January, 1846, called for emancipation of the serfs and advancement of Ukrainian nationalism through the creation of a federated Slavic republic based on broad national autonomy. Some of the leaders of the brotherhood, for instance, Kostomarov and the historian P. A. Kulish, relied on peaceful methods of propaganda, but others, including the Ukrainian poet and artist Shevchenko, favored revolutionary action. In April, 1847, the members of the brotherhood were arrested. Kostomarov and Kulish escaped with light sentences, but Shevchenko had to spend ten years as a private in a remote garrison under strict supervision, being specifically forbidden to write or to draw.10
The case of the so-called Petrashevsky group was even more tragic. M. V. Butashevich-Petrashevsky (1821-1866), a graduate of the aristocratic lycee of Tsarskoe Selo and a minor official in the ministry of foreign affairs, was a man of versatile interests and a warm admirer of Fourier. He was co-author of a Pocket Dictionary of Foreign Words (published by N. Kirillov in 1845-1846) in which the ideas of pre-Marxian socialists were conscientiously but cautiously expounded. The dictionary, indeed, was dedicated to one of the grand dukes. Petrashevsky's Friday literary receptions were popular with the intellectual elite and aroused the suspicion of the police. After the revolution of 1848, Petrashevsky and his more intimate friends discussed the desirability of forming a secret society for revolutionary propaganda,
10Taras Shevchenko (1812-1861), born a serf, was sent to St. Petersburg to study drawing. His talent as poet and painter won him the friendship of men influential in the world of art and letters (the poet Zhukovsky, the actor Shchepkin, the painters Briillov and Venetsianov), and through their efforts a fund was raised to purchase Shevqhenko's freedom (1858). The poetry of Shevchenko is, imbued with intense Ukrainian patriotism "and a deep feejing for the suffering of the peasantry. His lyrics and poems written in Ukrainian still enjoy wide popularity.' /